FUBAR Odyssey 2007 Daily Log

Friday, November 2, 2007

After a year of organizing this event, the team headed to San Diego.  Chairman Bruce Kessler and his wife Joan drove their own car to San Diego so Joan could help and then drive the car home, (Marina del Rey), on Wednesday when the boats depart San Diego.

Pete and Barb Patman drove their car with various boxes loaded in the back of their SUV and Jo and Ita drove down in Jo’s SUV.

That left us, Roy and Donna to drive the rented 12-passenger van with most of the boxes of “stuff” that we will need for the rally participants.  Dede Allen drove her van with more stuff earlier in the morning.  

We arrived at our headquarters, Fiddler’s Green Restaurant, after checking into our respective hotels.  There is a convention going on in town so we needed to split the group between the Bay Club and the Ramada Inn.  We proceeded to unload the van and the cars into Fiddler’s Green.  We were able to use one of the offices to store the FUBAR stuff, so we made an assembly line to stuff the gift bags.  We started with a very nice red canvas bag that the magazine, PowerCruising donated, then added the new 6th edition, Mexico Chart book, tee-shirts for each crew member, name tags for each crew member, additional pages for their operations manual, Mexican flag, FUBAR participation flag, gifts from Weems and Plath and Caswell & Massey.  Wow, each bag was impressive.  We created personal labels for each bag so that when the boats checked-in we could give them the proper name tags and shirts.   

Putting all this together with 9 people only took a couple of hours.  We were free for the evening.

Saturday, November 3, 2007

We met for breakfast at 7am and then headed to Fiddler’s for the set up.  Dede organized the check-in.  In addition to our organizing team, Tom Mulally, Lucas and Linda Willemse, Bob Senter, and representatives from three marinas, Jerry Wiseman, Fito Rodriguez, and Roger Gregg.  Dede set up the immigration table just as you entered the restaurant so everyone stopped by there first.  They turned in copies of their passports, paid the visa fee, and provided all the required documents for their own boats. For the most part, this went well but some people forgot to bring the proper documents and had to return to their boats for more paperwork. Ita supervised this table and worked with everyone to utilize our three Mexico officials in the most efficient way, moving the people who had everything to the next available person.  The bonus of this was that while they were providing all the documents, they were also given their slip assignment for Ensenada.  Now we didn’t realize that they were going to do both jobs so the people who missed out, really missed out!  More on that later.

Next stop was to make sure that the boat was inspected and have them set up their appointment with Lucas or Bob if they had not done so.  Lucas and Bob worked together for the first few hours, but they needed to split up to finish all the boats by Tuesday.  They went to each boat to inspect them and give them recommendations on what they should do to correct any potential problems.

The third stop was to turn in their signed Release and Waiver forms or sign blank ones.  Some people were very organized and had printed them from the website and others didn’t know what we were talking about.  

They were then rewarded with the gift bag.  It was amusing to see the look on everyone’s faces when we presented them with the bag.  We are so grateful for all the sponsor’s support throughout the rally.  Clearly we could not have provided this level of support and gifts on a $500 entry fee.

At the end of Saturday, we had less than 20 boats to clear.  We were very tired but it was fun to finally meet the people we had been talking with for many months.  

Some of us went to dinner at Southwestern Yacht Club.  We recapped the day with a delicious meal and turned in early.

Sunday, November 4, 2007

Sunday started with a crowd in the morning.  That was because we learned that only Jerry was going to return for the immigration paperwork and that he was only able to stay until noon.  Ita had been on the phone, calling everyone to encourage them to get into Fiddler’s or they would be on their own in Ensenada and it wouldn’t be pretty.  They needed to realize what a tremendous benefit it was to have the guys come to San Diego.  Well, Ita’s extra efforts are to be praised, can you imagine, sending 53 boat owners plus all their crew into downtown Ensenada to clear customs, immigration, and boat import permits?

Thanks to Ita, the afternoon really slowed down and we closed at 3:00 pm with only 11 boats left to register with us and most of them were not arriving until Monday or Tuesday.  

Sunday evening we had off so Roy and I walked over to San Diego Yacht Club to visit with the racers.  One of the largest regattas for SDYC is the Hot Rum series and draws about 100 racing boats for an inverted start.  This is the most fun of the races, because the boats start by their performance handicap.  This means that every 30 seconds another boat or group of boats cross the start line and they all go the same course and whoever finishes first wins.  So if you are a small boat, you would start first and the largest (fastest) boat starts last.  Theoretically, everyone would cross the finish line at the same time.  That never happens because this is a race of the least number of mistakes.  Anyway, the place was hopping with an after race party.  They held it out of the main facility in the courtyard by the pool but that didn’t keep the bar from being very noisy and busy.  

We fit right in…being sailors and racers and enjoyed ourselves and stayed for dinner, then leisurely walked back to the Bay Club where we crashed and slept like babies. 

Monday, November 5, 2007

Again up for breakfast at 7am and out of the hotel by 7:45 to open up at Fiddler’s for the day’s activities.  While we had 11 boats to check in, the main part of Monday was for the seminars.  First was Pat Rains and she talked about our various stops; next was our fleet surgeon, Jerry Kornfeld, to talk about medical emergencies at sea.  Both speakers were knowledgeable and entertaining.  In between the presentations, we collected waivers, revised nametags for crew changes and passed out gift bags and enjoyed refreshments compliments of Driscoll Boat Works. 

Our big event was the Get Acquainted Party.  Dede has worked on this event for months and she spent the afternoon supervising the decorating of the Portuguese Hall and tending to the last minutes details. The nautical theme looked fantastic, it always amazes me to see a large empty hall transformed into an inviting atmosphere. 

We desperately tried to get a handle on the number of people who would attend but in the end we had to guess on the meal count.  Fortunately, we had very good attendance from the boat participants and the local sponsors.  The other invited guests had sporadic attendance. The end result was a very comfortable crowd of 250 people. 

Chuck Hawley from West Marine along with Amy and Natalie from Passagemaker put on a great program, highlighting the auction of the beautiful nautical Admiral’s Cup watch donated by Corum.  The best part is that we ended the event, making money for charity with the watch and came in under budget on the dinner.  Good planning or just plain luck?

Tuesday, November 6, 2007

Up and out for breakfast at 7am, this morning we check out of the hotel so we can move aboard the boat in the afternoon, yea, I am really ready to get this show on the road.  Actually water.  Another rushed morning with two more seminars, and checking in the last of the boats.  We had some news that we had another cancellation; Hard Hatt and this will give us 52 boats instead of 53.  We were sorry to loose Bob and Marilyn Henley of Hard Hatt, Marilyn was a speaker on provisioning at our seminars in September, and she donated her cookbook to all the participants. They will be missed.  I guess that we will have another one or two boats drop out before we leave Ensenada.  We have 2 boats for check-in in Ensenada and a couple more this morning.  I am ready to get rid of all the gift bags so we don’t have to put them aboard anyone’s boat for delivery later on.  

The seminars this morning featured Bob Senter, on loan from Alaska Diesel, who has been working with Lucas on the boat inspections.  Bob gave an excellent presentation on boat maintenance and we saw people heading toward West Marine and San Diego Marine Exchange for spare parts.  Following Bob was John Rains and Bruce on the actual routes we will follow and what to look out for and where we will go.  After lunch was the mandatory skipper’s meeting and our last few boats finally finished their check-in and we only had one bag left.

Our last boat, Midnight Voyage was still in Long Beach Boat Yard but expecting to leave on Wednesday to catch the fleet in Ensenada.  We hope they do.

We moved aboard Cadenza in the afternoon and had a lovely dinner with the group at the Blue Wave in the Island Palms Hotel.  Spending time with the owners and other crew was the most pleasurable and relaxing experience in days.  Our temporary home for the next two weeks is very comfortable and everyone has welcomed us.

Wednesday, November 7, 2007

We left the dock at 4 am on the dot!  We are an escort vessel and the advance boat.  This means that we are supposed to arrive before everyone else to check on the set up, get organized for the fleet to arrive and report any problems back to Bruce.  Just because we left at 4 am didn’t mean that were first in.  Two boats passed us, one going 17 knots and the other going about 12.  We were averaging about 8.5 knots.  The ride was perfect, flat seas, good visibility and little or no wind.  Cadenza rides like a cruise ship and has every luxury.  We have our own cabin with head, and felt right at home.  Dave and Amy, the owners, hired Chef Phil so that we didn’t have to worry about meals.  What a treat, Phil showed his skill right away with, custom omelets for breakfast and a delicious seafood chowder and French bread for lunch.  I have no doubt that we will eat well and healthy.  

As we entered Ensenada heading toward Cruiseport Marina, we saw the temporary fuel dock with Bruce and company busy supervising the fueling of My Susy with one boat waiting.  We went directly to our dock and backed in so that we had a terrific view of the gas dock and could watch and film the comedy.  Well the boats came in steady, faster than they could be fueled.  Some went directly to their assigned spaces and a couple of them found that other boats were in them and had to call to be reassigned.  

Back on the fuel dock, Bruce had his hands full with boats unable to receive the fuel at the speed of the pumps and at times only able to fuel one boat at a time, by the time we got to the fuel dock to help, he had two pumps going and was moving the boats pretty fast.  As we approached late afternoon, it looked like we would not finish on Wednesday and would need the trucks again on Thursday.  As we checked off the boats on our list, then called them, we found some had gone to Coral Marina for either fuel or fuel and a slip.  It appears that some boats made reservations in both places.  When the boats didn’t respond to the radio calls, Roy walked the docks to find the boats to send them back to the fuel dock before we closed.  By dusk the only boat we had left to fuel was Que Sera who ordered 3,000 gals.  They were our last boat and they stayed at the dock, finally finished with the Cruiseport fueling.  We never made it to Coral but in phone conversations with Jo; they had their problems also.  A 90-foot boat had been at their fuel dock most of the day and that set them back by hours.  

Back aboard Cadenza, we had a wonderful dinner of Asian Chicken Stir-fry and a review of the video taken during the day and a demonstration of how to access the two thousand plus movies available on our personal TV’s.  After dinner and a visit from Bruce to clarify Chuck’s and our roles in Turtle Bay, we all turned in.  The next leg of our trip is the longest leg at 282 nautical miles.  We want to arrive in daylight so traveling at 8-10 knots we plan to leave Ensenada at 6 am.

Thursday, November 08, 2007

We pulled out of Cruiseport Marina at 6 am with clear skies, calm winds and flat seas.  The promise of another beautiful ride.  It is a little sad to leave the rest of the boats behind.  We just got in but didn’t get to socialize with our new friends or to find out about any of their adventures from San Diego to Ensenada.  But, it is more important that we arrive in daylight ahead of the fleet.  We started our watch system with two people on watch at a time but everyone was up at 6 anyway, I guess we are still excited about the trip.  Maybe we just wanted to take advantage of Chef Phil fixing us breakfast again.  We have a fancy coffee maker aboard and Amy gave us a demonstration.  Select the size of your cup, 2 oz, 4 oz, or 6oz., then select your strength, light, medium or espresso, then press start.  It tells you when it needs water or more coffee beans. It also produces steam or hot water…very nice.  

Mid morning we saw hump back grey whales and stopped to take pictures and a video, we also saw a large school of dolphins.  I missed the dolphins because I was in the main salon writing my update and blog.  We don’t have cell phone service and don’t have Internet connection.  Dave has a satellite phone aboard but because of the cost to use it, I agreed to write everything ahead of time, and then he will connect to the phone for Internet service and send and receive emails twice a day.  I sent out the update this morning at 6:30 and will receive and send emails again this evening when Dave is off-watch and can connect me. 

Friday, November 09, 2007

We are aboard Cadenza on our way to Turtle Bay.  We have had an uneventful trip so far which is very good news, 2-3 foot seas, and averaging 8-10 knots of breeze on the stern, adverse half knot current on the bow.  We have been traveling for 25 hours and expect to arrive in about 1:00 pm into Turtle Bay, anchor and launch the dinghy.  We will go ashore to check on the arrangements we made over the phone and by email about fueling and our meal tomorrow.  Chuck Worst is on our advance team and the "go to" person for the fueling.  We currently have 27 boats on the list for fuel please give Chuck a call on channel 14 when you anchor to let his team know you are in and where you are located. They will call you about 30 minutes before it is your turn to get fuel and the barge will come to you. 
 

Our first full day at sea had some wonderful highlights like the whales we saw, Dave and Bo got some video but we did not take a look at the footage to see if the camera captured the sounding. There are enough binoculars for everyone to watch.  We also had a pretty little finch with a yellow belly catching a ride, first on the bow and then all around the boat. This morning we found him/her sleeping next to our shoes on the aft deck.  The snapshot will be our first entry into the PowerCruising Photo Contest. I would be remiss if I didn't share the meals; again what a treat to have Chef Phil, for lunch he made a fabulous soup called South American Summer Soup, served with Rosemary sourdough bread.  For dinner we had salad with your choice of homemade vinaigrette dressing or maple fig dressing, next was a beautiful BBQ filet mignon wrapped with bacon, served with twice baked potato.  For those of us who don't eat beef, he BBQ a chicken breast and served it with a light lemon sauce.  I hope this doesn't sound like bragging but this guy works so hard I have to give him credit.  Unfortunately he has spoiled all of us so that now we look forward to the meals.  Chef Phil ordered the steaks, chicken, halibut, lamb chops, sausage, and bacon from Siesel's in San Diego, recommended by Pat Rains.  Thank you Pat!

 

I must sign off for now because the smell of fresh baked Scones is making me crazy.
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