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Friday, November 09, 2007

We are aboard Cadenza on our way to Turtle Bay.  We have had an uneventful trip so far which is very good news, 2-3 foot seas, and averaging 8-10 knots of breeze on the stern, adverse half knot current on the bow.  We have been traveling for 25 hours and expect to arrive in about 1:00 pm into Turtle Bay, anchor and launch the dinghy.  We plan to go ashore to check on the arrangements we previously made over the phone and by email about fueling and our meal tomorrow.  Chuck Worst is on our advance team and the "go to" person for the fueling.  We currently have 24 boats on the list for fuel.  The boats have been requested to monitor channel 14.  Chuck plans to call the next boat about 30 minutes before it is their turn to get fuel and the barge will come to them.
 

Our first full day at sea had some wonderful highlights like the whales we saw, Dave and Bo got some video but we did not take a look at the footage to see if the camera captured the sounding. There are enough binoculars for everyone to watch.  We also had a pretty little finch (small bird) with a yellow belly catching a ride, first on the bow and then all around the boat. This morning we found him/her sleeping next to our shoes on the aft deck.  The snapshot will be our first entry into the PowerCruising Photo Contest. I would be remiss if I didn't share the meals; again what a treat to have Chef Phil, for lunch he made a fabulous soup called South American Summer Soup, served with Rosemary sourdough bread.  For dinner we had salad with your choice of homemade vinaigrette dressing or maple fig dressing, next was a beautiful BBQ filet mignon wrapped with bacon, served with twice baked potato.  For those of us who don't eat beef, he BBQ a chicken breast and served it with a light lemon sauce.  I hope this doesn't sound like bragging but this guy deserves the credit. Unfortunately he has spoiled all of us so that the focus of the trip is now about meals.  Chef Phil ordered the steaks, chicken, halibut, lamb chops, sausage, and bacon from Siesel's in San Diego, recommended by Pat Rains.  Thank you Pat!

 

I must sign off for now because the smell of fresh baked Scones is making me crazy.

 

Saturday, November 10, 2007

This is Saturday morning about 8 am in lovely Turtle Bay.  Cadenza arrived about 1 pm and was met with a skiff from Enrique trying to sell us fuel.  We explained that we didn’t need fuel and that our group has a commitment with Anabell’s Fuel. Shortly thereafter the Anabell skiff met us.  Ruben didn’t speak much English but he does understand the fuel terminology. Kristi spoke to him in Spanish, which was a big help.  We have passed out Hats and t-shirts to the staff at Anabell’s so that our other boats will recognize the people we are working with.  

 

The boats were requested to look for Cadenza, a Nordhavn 78 and monitor channel 14.  They were told to anchor in the same part of the bay and check in with us to get on the list for fuel.  

 

To continue our story from yesterday, our little visitor, the yellow finch, must have joined us as crew in Ensenada.  We found it sleeping in one of our shoes on the aft deck.  Chef Phil laid out some crumbs from the scones but he/she was too weak to eat.  Later in the morning we found it in the corner not breathing.  Amy, Kristi and Phil prepared a wake and we had a burial at sea.

 

In the early afternoon, Chuck, Roy and Kristi went with Ruben to inspect and learn about his process of fueling.  Ruben demonstrated the flow rate to Chuck’s satisfaction.  A small sport fisher pulled in while Ruben was demonstrating so they got to observe the actual process of fueling the sport fisher.  It appeared to go very smoothly.  Ruben had two helpers and the sport fisher left full and happy.  Ruben has a hombre that sleeps on the boat at night to provide 24-hour service and to guard the barge.

 

Our first overnight voyage was an opportunity to set up a watch system.  We started when we left Ensenada with everyone up for the morning, then 4 people rotated in 6-hour shifts.  Two people at a time, one primary for 3 hours, then they became secondary for another 3 hours, then down for 6 hours.  This worked very well.  Amy, Dave, Bo and Kristi wanted to try this system.  This was Dave and Amy first overnight on the boat.  It was moonless and overcast so you could not see anything on the horizon and had to rely totally on the instruments.  The electronics on the boat are state of the art including two radars, sonar, multiple navigation systems and anything else you can think of.  Roy and I are happy to help if they want extra sleep time but also respect that they want to learn their boat.

 

We ended the day with another great meal by Chef Phil.  He prepared a Salmon Coulibiac, and for those of you who don’t know what that is, you will have to ask him.  Hint:  Salmon and other wonderful ingredients baked in puff pastry. After dinner we sat down to watch a movie from a selection of over 3500 to choose from, but we were all tired and everyone went to bed before the move ended except Phil. 

 

It promises to be a wonderful day, hope everyone is safe and happy.

 

Sunday, November 11, 2007

All boats are in Turtle Bay with the exception of Midnight Voyage.  On Saturday, the boats started arriving at 6:30 am and continued with a constant flow of arrivals until past dark.  We went to the party on shore at Anabell's about 6:30 pm (1830) with three boats yet to enter the harbor.  Our two smallest Nordhavns were close but not in the harbor yet and Pacific Escort was standing by at the entrance to escort them in. We assume that they arrived safely as we didn't hear differently.  We asked that everyone monitor channel 14, the local channel for Turtle Bay and we hailed them as they arrived to check them in and confirm whether or not they needed fuel.  This started the fuel list.  It worked out great because the first 4 boats to arrive all were on our list for fuel.  The fuel barge came to their boat after they were anchored to pump fuel, collect the money, pick up their trash and move to the next boat.  All went well with the barge except it took about 2 hours to replenish the fuel on the barge so we didn't fuel as many boats on Saturday as we expected.  We did however; fuel everyone that told us that they were going fishing early in the morning.  The rest of the boats will receive their fuel today (Sunday).  We have 5 more stops and it would be helpful if all the boats would monitor the local channel, listed on the communications page that was provided in the PowerCruising red bag. 
 

The event at Anabell's was set up for four hours from 5-9 pm and Ruben (Anabell’s husband) requested that we not bring dinghies on the beach and wanted to send pongas to pick everyone up, I asked how many pongas and Ruben said "many" and indicated 6 fingers.  He said he had lots of friends.  It took over 2 hours to pick everyone up and deliver them to the party.  We could hear the music as we approached the beach and people were having fun.  Anabell had prepared home made tamales, burritos, beans, chips and salsa. It was unclear if you were to stand in line to pick up your plate or sit and wait to be served, but eventually everyone that wanted to eat did.  Anabell and I estimated that we fed about 150 people, the same number that we estimated.  Dave, Amy, Bo and Kristi spent much of the evening filming and interviewing people.  They decided to leave the party after they finished filming and Tony Fleming arrived with his camera.  They caught some of the first pongas back to Cadenza.  They asked Roy and I if we wanted to leave with them and we did want to, but I needed to pay Anabell so we said we would wait another half hour and meet them back on the boat.

 

I paid Anabell our contracted fee and looked out at the beach and was horrified to see about 50 people in line to return to their boats. It was dark and cold and wet.  Bruce and I found Ruben and asked him where all the pongas were and we got "no drivers".  Bruce volunteered to drive people back and forth, but then he said that the tide was too low for the larger ponga to beach, and then they told us that some of them were broken.  I was pretty upset and sure felt bad for everyone waiting, that I had been suckered into this situation.  It turned out that we waited on the beach for about 2 hours and were very glad to be back on the boat.   Our shipmates were very happy to see us arrive back on the boat as we have all bonded and already feel like family.

 

Cadenza is underway again as the Advance boat.  This will be the second overnight run and we expect to arrive in Santa Maria Monday morning.  Again we will film the arrival of our boats and check on the arrangements for the event in Santa Maria.  (I will have to find a way to make sure that everyone that wants to bring their own dinghies will be allowed to do so)  Bruce is left in charge in Turtle Bay to supervise the fueling and other activities of the day.  Some of the boats will go off fishing and catch up with us in Mag Bay and others with meet us in Santa Maria.
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