FUBAR Odyssey 2007 Daily Log 3

Monday, November 12, 2007

It is a little after 9 am on Monday morning.  We had a beautiful sunrise this morning, clear skies, light wind on the stern, and 1-2 ft. swells.  We should be in Santa Maria in about an hour.  Yesterday afternoon we had swells up to 8’ with winds on the stern about 20 knots.  The ride on Cadenza was still very pleasant, thank you to the helmsmen and stabilizers.

In the late afternoon, Captain Bo noticed arcing in the alternator on the main generator, the 300 kw Detroit Diesel, after investigating, he decided it required disassembly, cleaning, and reassembly; therefore concluded to take it off-line.  They switched to the “little” engine, as it is fondly referred to on-board.  It is a Lugger 150 kw generator.  This little guy pushed us along at 7.5-8 knots and the ride was so nice they decided to use it all night…the bonus was it burns half the fuel and still powers both of the twin screws, stabilizers and air conditioning. It is very quiet aboard, this “little” engine sounds like a sewing machine.

I really like these overnight runs, it is so peaceful and relaxing, the gentle motion of the boat relaxes everyone and we are sleeping well.  It was also a day for chores, we did laundry and cleaning, and Chef Phil got creative and baked an apple pie.  He said he couldn’t remember the last time he baked a pie, but you would never know it, it was the highlight of the day.  Chef Phil wanted to improve upon the fiesta at Anabell’s and prepared a very tasty chicken burrito with a Chile Verde sauce with melted cheese on top and a side of Spanish rice.  Definitely delicious!

Those of us not on watch, read a bit before turning in for the night. 

To update everyone on the status of our fleet, of the 53 boats we had 50 boats leave San Diego for the first leg of the rally.  We were missing, Ocean Lady, Hard Hatt, and Midnight Voyage. All 50 boats arrived in Ensenada and then we had 48 arrive in Turtle Bay.  The two boats that decided not to continue were Mahalo and I1.  We expect to see 48 boats in Santa Maria later today unless the fishing fleet decides to fish and not catch up with us until Mag Bay.

We have counted 8 boats that left Turtle Bay early, of course, Cadenza is the advance boat and the other 7 are fishing. We see them on the radar and have identified Bali-Ann, Big Mama, My Suzy, Patricia, Unreel, Samurai, and Senjero.  

Capt. Bo put out a fishing line this morning with a maroon and white feather lure and within 30 minutes had a 2-3 lb fish, which we took pictures of but let go.  Currently we are trying to identify it in our book on fish of the Pacific.  Stay tuned for more fish stories.

We hope that all the boats have as pleasant a trip…see you in Santa Maria.

Tuesday, November 13, 2007

Aboard Cadenza, we have just finished lunch in Magdalena Bay, anchored off Belcher’s Point. Belcher’s Point has ruins of a small fishing village and remnants of a large pier, unfortunately only the pilings are standing.  There is a tower frame and it looks like a bale of hay on the top.  We have concluded that they are bird nests.  

This morning about 7 am we moved from Santa Maria Cove to Belcher’s Point as part of our duties to be the “advance team” and the rest of the fleet will be here tomorrow.  There was some confusion on where the fishing fleet would be able to get fuel.  Bruce had told Chuck that it would be in Santa Maria but we were unable to reach Mag Bay Outfitters on the radio all day on Monday to confirm the arrangements for the evening event or the fueling operation.  We took our tender toward the beach but when the water depth was only 10 feet and we were a ways from the shore, we abandoned our quest to move closer to see if we could see where the party might be.  We continued to call for Bob or Diana (Mag Bay Camp) on channel 16 and 73.  Finally around 5 pm, we reached someone who told us that Bob and Diana were in town and would call us back in a couple of hours.  I pressed him for more information and he was award of the FUBAR boats arriving and the party, he confirmed to us that the fuel was in Mag Bay, not Santa Maria.  We currently had 13 boats in Santa Maria.  Of the four boats on the list to receive 100 gals, only two boats were in the harbor.  As soon as I announced the list, several others called to check if their name was on the list or to add their name.

After we pulled up our anchor and prepared to depart, I was able to reach Mag Bay Camp.  Diana assured me that the party was under control and they were cooking as we were talking.  I suggested that we start a little earlier so it would be warmer and asked about how everyone would get to the party.  She stated that there would be two pongas to pick up people and deliver them to the beach.  She also suggested that people bring their own dinghies.  I wanted to avoid the long delays like we had in Turtle Bay.  With those arrangements settled, and Bruce had not yet arrived, I passed the banners and money for the party to Ken on San Souci.  

Finally we learned that, the fueling would be in Santa Maria instead of Mag Bay after all and our information from the previous evening was not correct.  They had 500 gals so only 5 boats could be fueled and we gave them the names of the 5 boats.  They were “hoping” to receive more fuel so that everyone on the list could get the fuel that they wanted.

On Cadenza, we have been without phone service or Internet access, so our communications are limited.  Bruce has called on the Iridium phone a couple of times, but the connection gets dropped.  The VHF radio is our only method of communication with the fleet and many are spread out beyond our range.  We assume that by early afternoon most if not all of the fleet will be in Santa Maria, the third of seven stops.

Wednesday, November 14, 2007
We got underway again this morning at 9:30, timing it so that we arrive in Cabo San Jose mid morning tomorrow (Thursday) and round the cape at sunrise.  In conversations with the other boats in Santa Maria, many will head to Mag Bay later today and many will fish most of the day and head to Cabo San Jose to arrive with us.  

The report from Bruce as FUBAR Base was that the Santa Maria Party was great, no problems with anyone getting ashore or getting back to their boats.  The food was good and Gary from Mag Bay Outfitters spoke to the group about the fishing in this area.  The fleet is settleing in and doing their own thing.  The fishermen are fishing and the cruisers are cruising, relaxing, reading or exploring.

As for us, we had a very interesting day on Tuesday.  After lunch we went ashore in the small dinghy at Belcher Cove to explore the ruins.  As always, it is wonderful to have Kristi aboard, not only does she know the boat, stand watches, but also is our interpreter.  She spoke with some of the people living in the ruins and asked if it was okay to take pictures.  They said yes but were not overly friendly or talkative.  Dave and Amy shot some video and stills and we walked along the path and beach.  The beach was quite littered with plastic bottles and trash, too bad because cleaned up it would have been spectacular and it was easy access with our dinghy. The group of fishermen were resting and having lunch.  As we departed, we saw them cleaning several quite large fish.

Back aboard Cadenza we did a few chores like cleaning up the boat and laundry but mostly we read and talked. Dave was busy trying to figure out why the Sat Phone was not providing the Internet.  The phone was working but we were not able to connect, send or receive emails.  He talked to Ken on San Souci and he had a similar problem but had a back up.  Hopefully, you all were able to receive Ken’s blog and will catch up with our story as soon as we get back on-line.

The question of the day was whether or not to move into Mag Bay or stay at Belcher.  We really didn’t have additional responsibilities because the fleet was not moving to Mag Bay until Wednesday.  We were visited by Conquest who had been out fishing and decided to anchor in Belcher with us, just around the point and not go back to Santa Maria.  We decided to stay put, the anchor was holding well and we were very comfortable.  We saw a ponga approach us so Kristi, Roy and Donna went to the swim step to see what they wanted.  They talked with Kristi in Spanish and had Abalone to sell.  After looking over their catch, we picked 8 and they popped them out of the shell, Kristi asked how much for the 8 and they wanted $8 so Roy gave them $10.  They had big smiles and when on their way.  Chef Phil was on shore on the beach and when he came back to the boat, we asked him if he knew how to prepare Abalone.  He said no.  Donna showed him how to clean, slice, pound, and sauté them.  

About 4 pm we received a frantic call on Channel 16 from Conquest asking if we had seen two pongas racing around the point.  One ponga had 4 guys with identical life vests chasing another ponga with only one guy.  Conquest stated that they heard gun shot(s). Did we hear anything?  At the time, Dave, Bo, Amy, Roy and Kristi were raising the dinghy so I went forward to relay the information and ask that everyone move inside.  We were quite alarmed and Dave said that he had seen the chase but not heard any shots.  Dave and Bo talked about whether or not we should pull up and depart immediately, fearing possibly more gunshots.  We decided I would call Conquest back to get more details.  Conquest then elaborated that the chase ended on their side of the spit with the ponga that had only one guy on board ran his ponga on the beach and started running toward the hills. 

Obviously others were listening in on channel 16 and a woman came back on the radio explaining that she had seen the 4 police in uniform and life vests in town just before the chase began.  With that news and that we no longer could see any activity we decided to stay.  We could not reach any of our other boats as they were enjoying themselves in Santa Maria at the Naiad Party.  For the future, I think we will recommend that the advance boat doesn’t always have to leave a day early!

As we prepared for the evening, Chef Phil served the freshly sautéed Abalone and Amy brought out a bottle of wine that we all shared for happy hour and dinner.  Our dinner was stuffed Flank steak and roasted potatoes.

We all retired early, some to watch a movie in their stateroom, others to sleep.  

Donna Palmer Wilson

FUBAR Staff and the crew of Cadenza
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