FUBAR Odyssey 2007 Daily Log 4

Thursday, November 15, 2007

We have arrived in Puerto Los Cabos, San Jose and are securely tied to the fuel dock.  The dock is still under construction so there is no fuel but it is a nice long dock.  Viamore was already tied up to the fuel dock when we arrived and a few more boats are here in their slips.  I will try to see who is present.  

It has been very frustrating without Internet and email but I have been writing a little something every day.  This morning while we past by Cabo San Lucas I picked up a Verizon signal and received 21 of my 90 email messages but the three daily blogs that I had in my outbox got stalled and disconnected my service.  I believe that the 21st message had a large attachment or picture and it was too much and dropped my connection.

I signed on again a little later using the Verizon card on our AOL account and sent the three days worth of updates to Ken Williams and asked him to forward them to everyone on our FUBAR email list.  Hopefully you are now caught up.  

Yesterday, Wednesday, we left Mag Bay about 9:30 heading toward Cabo San Jose, our third overnight run.  Again we had wonderful weather, sunshine and relatively flat seas.  Chef Phil listed all the leftovers and allowed us to select what we would like for lunch.  From my previous messages, you can imagine the variety.  I selected the salmon, Roy selected the butternut squash and summer sausage soup, Amy had chicken cordon bleu, Kristi had an assortment of salads and the rest had sirloin burgers.

The most interesting was having several other boats on the radar; Wayward Wind was close to us most of the day.  At one point, we slowed down so we could film them and they took pictures of us.  We could hear several of our fishing vessels talking about what they were catching.  We talked with or heard on the radio, San Souci, Helen B, Katharine, Live Wire, El Patron, and My Suzy.  On our AIS system we could track Kookaburra, Bali-Ann, Jelly Bean II, and two Cruise ships and a cargo ship called El Mexicano.

Chef Phil fixed our last meat dish, Lamb Chops and he stir fried the remaining fresh vegetables in preparation of our arrival in San Jose where he will pick up more supplies as necessary for our last couple of days on this adventure.

I can’t believe that it is almost over, after months of preparation and worrying about the many details, we have had great weather, minimal breakdowns and a very congenial group.

I expect to see several of our fleet in Cabo San Jose today, a day early.  We plan to stay two nights and then take off for Muertos Bay, then on to La Paz, arriving a day early.  It will be nice to see everyone today and tomorrow for the events planned here in Cabo San Jose. 

Friday, November 16, 2007

The boats started rolling on Friday morning a little before 7 am, one right after the other, the long dock on the starboard side was the first dock that anyone saw as they arrived.  This is the 5th of our 7 ports and the boats are now reading the communications page to find the local channel to hail the marina and to communicate with FUBAR base or FUBAR central or just about anything else that we are called.  This harbor monitors 22A.  Jim Elfers and his crew were on the job early and assigned spaces for the boats as they arrived.  Of course, everyone wanted the docks with power and water but the marina is not completed and the smaller slips were the only ones that had this luxury.  Jim came to dinner on Cadenza on Thursday to go over our plan but I really think he wanted a meal prepared by Chef Phil.  Phil did not disappoint and Dave and Amy were gracious to add another place at the table.  Phil prepared very tender chicken chunks in a wonderful creamy tomato sauce and a side of grilled zucchini.  Back to work, Jim and I went over the list of our 48 boats and picked out the ones that needed to be on the long fuel dock (it is still under construction and there is no fuel yet).  The dock is 500’ long so we were able to get most of the escort vessels side tied to the dock and the rest med moored to the fuel dock.  The Selene fleet was mostly in one area also without water and power but they looked terrific all in one row.  The rest of the fleet was in various slips in the inner harbor and no one had to anchor.  It was great to have all the boats in the harbor but everyone had to be very careful where they stepped as some of the docks had the gangways missing and “walked the plank” and the fuel dock had an open trench in the middle was for the fuel lines.  The joke was if you fell and you had been in the US, you would look around to see whom you could sue, and if you fell on this dock, you looked around to see who saw you make a fool of yourself.

Our only near disaster was at about 10 am when we went to check on our evening event at Tommy’s Barefoot Cantina to make sure everything was on schedule, they looked at us and informed us that they would be ready on Sunday.  We said no!  Today (Friday) because the boats would be gone on Sunday.  Sure enough sometime during the emails back and forth, the 16th got interpreted as the 18th and neither Bruce nor I noticed the error.  Tommy’s was not officially open for business but they had been working on it for weeks to present the first party on Sunday.  We tried to change the Marina event to Friday to give them another day but that didn’t work so TJ and Scott the owners of the Cantina, just put forth a full court press and were ready to go at 6:00 pm.  Roy and I were amazed at what took place from 10 am to 6 pm.  The place looked fantastic the bar was open with several bartenders and the food was ready about 7:30, they did a very nice job.  The location, atmosphere and friendly service will undoubtably make this a very popular hangout.  We thank Selene Trawlers of Florida and Passagemaker for the donations to make this party happen. Signing off for Friday.

Saturday, November 17, 2007
Cadenza is again on the move, casting off the dock at 4am to make the run all the way to LaPaz.  We figure it will take about 12 hours give or take an hour depending on the headwinds and current.  We want to arrive before dark.  We have decided to skip Muertos Bay and go directly to La Paz because we don’t have an extra day to take care of the last minute arrangements in La Paz. Again we don’t have internet so you will be getting these messages after the fact and all in a group.

Sunday, November 18, 2007

It is Sunday morning; we arrived at the beautiful Costa Baja Resort and Marina on Saturday at 4:30 pm.  We had a very pleasant trip up the coast of Baja.  My Suzy passed us, going 15 knots and we saw her at the fuel dock when we arrived. Also here is Swede Dreams. They monitor channel 16, however it is not necessary to call if you have a slip assignment.  You will need to go to the marina office after arrival to show your paperwork.  It is an easy walk from the slips or you can stop at the fuel dock temporarily to do your paperwork and proceed to your assigned slip.  Gabriel and his English speaking staff are very helpful.

The marina and slips are first class and if you liked Puerto del Cabo in San Jose, you will love this marina.  We know that Ken Williams loves San Jose and that is his permanent slip but we hope that he and Roberta will drive to La Paz to see this beautiful marina and join in with the Grand Finale on Monday.

We will miss Muertos Bay and all the wonderful events scheduled for this evening, but we are here in LaPaz taking care of business for your arrival on Monday.  We look forward to having everyone together on Monday.

We are expecting all boat except San Souci to be in La Paz on Monday, so if anyone knows of a boat that will not join us, please let me know upon your arrival.

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday…Donna and Roy  

Monday, November 19, 2007

Today is Wednesday and I will recap Monday and Tuesday to wrap up this story.  Monday was a whirlwind.  As the crew of Cadenza prepared to return to Seattle for the holiday, the rest of the boats were due to arrive.  They had a short trip from Muertos Bay and many started early and we saw the first few boats pull in around 10 am.  Gabriel and Liliana were well prepared.  As we set up the FUBAR Headquarters at the Sunset Bar and Crew Lounge, Liliana brought all the boat files from the Marina Office to check in everyone in one place.  Bruce and Tony on Venture were one of the first boats in and they had our banner that we needed for the headquarters.  Armed with the banner, VHF radios, Liliana and several volunteers we quickly moved the crowd to get them checked in.  About 2:00 pm a flood of boats arrived, one right after the other and by 4:30 everyone had arrived safe and sound. 
 

While the boats were waiting to see Liliana, the conversation was all about the great evening at Muertos Bay, hosted by Scott Conley of Casa de los Suenos which is a Hacienda/hotel located on the beach at Bahia de los Suenos (Muertos Bay).  Scott hosted a dinner/party in his 6,000 sq ft air conditioned “Train Room”.  This features seating for up to 100 people, swimming pools, game tables, pool tables, a true “tequila Bar”,  wireless internet and just about anything else you can think of.  A real thanks to Scott, many people told me that this was the best stop.  We on Cadenza were so sorry to miss this lovely event being the advance boat.  We will have to find a way to get back there someday.  

 

We left Ensenada with 48 boats and arrived in LaPaz with 45 boats.  San Souci stayed in Puerto Los Cabos at San Jose, Rogue Manner stayed in Cabo San Lucas and Dos Abogados IV went on to Puerto Vallarta.  I can't say enough about the service that Costa Baja Marina provided to everyone, efficient check-in and a variety of other services, ponga pick-up, arranged wash down service, arranged mechanical assistance if needed and even called for a taxi.  This is a full service operation. Liliana deserves a medal for working from 7 am to 7 pm without a break or even lunch on Monday.
 

We quickly showered and cleaned up from 4:30 to 5:30 and attended the Grand Finale Dinner on the Sunset Beach sponsored by Costa Baja Resort and Marina.  Wayne Hilbig attended to every detail and organized a fantastic ending to this journey.  The setting was beautiful including a sunset at 5:35 pm, walk around servers with Beer, Margaritas, soft drinks and water.  The catered Mexican buffet was large enough to prevent long lines and the food was excellent, and it included a fantastic desert of Flan.  
 

We had a "short" program and presented every boat that arrived in La Paz with a beautiful Weems and Plath Participation Gift from Passagemaker.  The resort treated us to the film, Ocean Oasis originally shown in IMAX theatres.  Perfect ending to our FUBAR Odyssey.  
 

Thank you all for following along on our journey, and when I get back, I will update the website again with post rally information.
 

Donna Palmer Wilson
The voice of FUBAR 

