LOG: News: Mexico Tourism partners with FUBAR Powerboat Rally to Baja

Patricia Rains

Mexico Tourism supports DRYC’s new FUBAR powerboat rally to Baja in 2007


MARINA DEL REY- Two of Mexico’s highest tourism official pledged support for the 2007 FUBAR Odyssey, a new powerboat rally down Baja sponsored by Del Rey Yacht Club.


During a luncheon meeting November 15, the partnership was announced by Jorge Gamboa, director of Mexico’s International Turismo for the Pacific Coast, and Eduardo Rincon-Gallardo, CEO of Singlar, the operations arm of FONATUR.


Gamboa said that Mexico will extend every means of support for this new powerboat regatta from the San Diego to La Paz, and Rincon-Gallardo said he is delighted that more powerboaters will be able to use the many new facilities that FONATUR and Singlar are building for them in Baja and throughout the Sea of Cortez. 


Rincon-Gallardo’s presentation showed recently completed marinas and fuel docks at La Paz, Puerto Escondido and Santa Rosalia, and he announced plans for several floating marinas with temporary berths along the Pacific coast of Baja to assist yachts traveling down and up the peninsula. 

The floating marinas are being designed by a French company, Rincon-Gallardo said, and they will provide temporary berthing, fuel and a haul-out facility. Built on pontoons, the floating marinas won’t disturb the environment, he said, and they can be retracted during hurricane season. Besides Baja, they will be placed along the Sonora, Sinaloa and Nayarit coasts as part of the Sea of Cortez Project. 


FUBAR stands for Fleet Underway Baja Rally, and although similar to the popular Baja Ha Ha sailboat regatta to Cabo San Lucas, the FUBAR is limited to powerboats capable of traveling 450 miles at eight knots, and it will clear into Mexico at Ensenada and finish in La Paz. Fuel, discounts, logistical support and fun events will be provided along the way. 

The first FUBAR Odyssey powerboat rally is slated for early November, 2007, initially sponsored by Del Rey Yacht Club, but other SoCal yacht clubs will take turns hosting the event in subsequent years. 


“We’re delighted with the overwhelming support from Mexico’s tourism departments,” said Bruce Kessler, DRYC organizer of the FUBAR. He said more than 100 boat owners are already receiving newsletters about the 2007 event. 

Patricia Rains, author of “Mexico Boating Guide,” said the marinas of Baja are also pledging their support and planning cultural festivities for FUBAR participants. 


DRYC Staff Commodore Peter Patman received two awards from Mexico Turismo and Singlar for his club’s sponsorship of the initial FUBAR Odyssey. Patman said new seminars on navigation and Mexico cruising will be given for FUBAR participants. For more information, visit http://www.fubarodyssey.com 

PHOTO CAPTIONS

1.) Announcing partnership with the FUBAR Odyssey powerboat rally to Baja, Lic. Eduardo Rincon-Gallardo, CEO of Singlar, the operations arm of FONATUR, explained new facilities for nautical tourism around the Sea of Cortez during a meeting at Del Rey Yacht Club.

2.) Peter Patman, Del Rey Yacht Club Staff Commodore, received two awards from Mexico Tourism for his club’s sponsorship of the 2007 FUBAR Odyssey, a powerboat rally from San Diego to La Paz. Jorge Gamboa, director of Mexico Tourism for the West Coast, presented the awards at a luncheon meeting November 15.

3.) Bruce Kessler, chairman of the 2007 FUBAR Odyssey powerboat rally, answered questions from dozens of skippers interested in the participating in the San Diego to La Paz event. Kessler, owner of Spirit of Zopilote, is a renowned powerboat circumnavigator. 

