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“FUBAR” Odyssey Powerboat Rally Shaping Up for 2007
 

The Del Rey Yacht Club of Marina del Rey, California, and the Mexico Tourism Board is sponsoring the first ever rally for power boats to Baja,Mexico.

The boats will gather in San Diego and travel 900 mi to La Paz. This cruise is planned for mid-sized powerboats capable of traveling at least 450 n.m. at eight knots according to event  chairman Bruce Kessler. FUBAR stands for Fleet Underway to BAja Rally, said Kessler who has circumnavigated the world in his 70' Delta trawler Zopilote. 


“The FUBAR is designed to support powerboats that need refueling while traveling down the Pacific side of Baja and into the Sea of Cortez. The owners know they will stop twice for fuel on the outside of Baja, and the FUBAR is arranging fuel and support for them.” Kessler said “vessels with larger fuel capacity have no trouble doing this route on their own, but they are welcome to join the FUBAR as well.”

Escort vessels manned by experienced skippers, mechanics, doctors and key support staff will accompany the FUBAR, and the event is supported by boat manufacturers and by the makers of major marine engines, electronics and equipment. Safe routes will be prearranged, and a weather-routing service will oversee the cruise, which will depart San Diego in early November, 2007.
Stops along the route include Ensenada for fuel at optimum prices and clearing into Mexico, Turtle Bay for refueling, Santa Maria Cove and Mag Bay, Cabo San Lucas and La Paz. The FUBAR plans shoreside events at all stops, plus dockage in San Diego, Ensenada, Cabo San Lucas and La Paz. 

“Participants can take extra days for fishing or whale-watching, if they wish,” said Kessler. Some may opt to depart at Cabo San Lucas for Puerto Vallarta and the Mexican mainland, while other will want to continue with the FUBAR up into the Sea of Cortez as far as La Paz before branching off on their own.

The number of participants will be limited by Turtle Bay’s fueling capacity, and Kessler said the sponsoring Del Rey Yacht Club has already received numerous inquiries for an event not scheduled until late 2007. 

The FUBAR sign-up list opens in November, 2006. Visit www.dryc.org and click on “FUBAR Odyssey Powerboat Rally ‘07” for details about participating in the cruise and event sponsorship. 

 

PHOTO CAPTION:

The rickety old fuel pier at Turtle Bay is one of Baja’s more memorable stops, but this mid-cruise fueling operation is being prearranged and simplified for FUBAR Odyssey participants.  (photo credit, Capt. Pat Rains)
 

